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March 16, 1970 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: My Meeting With Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy, March 16, 1970 


I met with Le Due Tho and Xuan Thuy for about four hours on March 16. 

It was another important meeting. They went even further than last 
time in dropping pre -conditions for substantive talks, changing some of 
their traditional slogans, and they indicated very strongly that they want 
to preserve this channel and to work toward an overall settlement. 

I* What Happened 

— I read my prepared statement giving our 16 -month withdrawal 
schedule. They asked some questions about it, but did not reject 
my statement that they would have to withdraw also. They said 
this amounted to mutual withdrawal. Though they had always 
rejected this previously, they did not do so this time, indeed 
pressing me to spell out their obligations. They promised to 
reply more fully at the next meeting. 

*- They proposed and I agreed, that we continue our discussions in 
the framework of the two main issues, H the military problem and 
the political problem, " In effect dropping their ten points. 

Tho said they irould "expound their point of view" at the next meeting. 

-- They made explicit a procedure for bringing the talks to a conclusion, 
stating that we should discuss "all questions" in this channel and 
come to an agreement whieh would be tabled at a public session 
with all parties. 

-- As you instructed, I suggested that everyone should exercise restraint 
in Laos, while pushing them hard on the issue. I said their per- 
formance in Laos must affect our talks in this channel, and also 
told them that if they really observed the 1962 Accords on Laos, 
our bombing in the North would be reduced to minimal proportions. 

I also said we have no intention to take territory now occupied by 
Communist forces. They did not respond directly, saying that if 
w« respected the Accords, the "matter can easily be solved. " 
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-- They warned that Cambodia might become a "second Laos" and I 
emphasized that we favor Canfcodian neutrality. 

II# What Was Agreed 

— — *■*■—-■■■ ■■ || , 

--To continue private talkB in this channel. 

--To meet again on Saturday. April 4, at 9:30 am, at their suggestion 

after I had proposed April 18 - indicating that, whatever their our- 
pose, they are probably not stalling. 

— Tcnocontinue to discuss all problems. We will make further proposals 
and they will make counter -proposals and proposals of their own. 

To conduct our discussions with focus on the military and political 

issues, and to use progress on either of those issues to attempt 

to resolve deadlocks on the other or to encourage further progress 
on the other# 

--To reach agreement on principles among ourselves in this channel 
and later to have that agreement ratified by the parties at the 
Majestic, which would also have worked out the technical issues. 

HI. What Wag New or Dropped 

-- They essentially dropflpd the 10 points by condensing them into two 
main issues. 

-- When they referred to the two principal issues they described them 
as "military problems" and "political problems, " rather than as 

"withdrawal of U.S. forces" and "formation of a coalition government" 
as they have usually done in the past. 

-- They muted even further their demand for a change in the GVN, 
only making joro forma reference to it. They did not refer to a* 

changed GVN when they spoke of the four parties ratifying an 
agreement. 


-- In the past, they have always rejected mutual withdrawal proposals 
and have refused to discuss a schedule. They have also refused to 
talk to us about withdrawal of their forces, saying this would be 
discussed among the Vietnamese. At this meeting, although I said 
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w# were prepared to let them make specific proposal* about their 
withdrawal Uttar, they w*r seed <h® subject mad aakad at for oar 
specifieviewe. La Doc Tho specifically said our proposal amounted 
to mutual withdrawal, without attacking it on these grounds. 

** && »«* Swrtfiwr mi ray statement that their forces must also be 

wtfiidrawn and they did oaf reply by citing point ) of their to points 
(Shat the U«ue should be resolved among the Vietnamese), which 
i* wfaft ih&f feftisr# iti fhg pasft. • 

Th*y <lid «nrt give «4iy indication that they want to move toward 
de-escalation or cease fire before settlement of the issues. 

- They accepted without objection my statement that I was net going 

to Parte to accept their tome but to move toward an honorable 

compromise. They indicated that they also would present different 
proposal*. 



/A i*b met 4»X m. <w, ^ . a ^ », 

4r«p4«ivAag Amoaasaaor i*odge# 


After my objections at tho last meeting, they no longer lectured 
me on U. S. public opinion, net even mentioning it. 

IV, Significance 


The atmosphere was even more free of unneccessary polemics and 
propaganda than at our last meeting. There was none of tho rhetoric 
and eriticiem which has characterised every previous negotiation. 

' " »oom determined to keep the channel open, saying they would 
have something to say whenever I suggested that lack of progress 
and reiteration of old views would mean closing the channel. 

— Le Due Tho gave an indication of flexibility when he said, "So here 
each eide can negotiate, change views, end come to an agreement. " 

They were very anxious to have another meeting soon. When I 
suggested April 18 for our next meeting, they suggested April 4. 

This indicates that at the very least this is not a stalling tactic. 

— They again clearly appeared sensitive about Vietnamisa tion. 
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-- Their remarks on Cambodia were troublesome, and may indicate 

i increased pressure there. 

> 

i 

-- Ineshort, their basic purpose is not yet clear, and may only begin 
| to emerge over the next few meetings. They have kept open the 

j options of seeking settlement or only reconnoitering our position. 

} If thoir purpose is the latter, they have so far given more than they 

j gained. But we are builfiing a good record in this channel, should 

j it become publie, and they cannot expect to get propaganda advantage 

from these meetings. 

t 

j Two more meetings should tell the story. They are committed 

t to responding on military questions at the next meeting, and we 

should be getting into political issues. 
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